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SOMETHING YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT... 








SPIKE DUDLEY 


The man who millions of fans around the world now know as Spike Dudley was once 
known simply as “Mr. Hyson” to dozens of third-graders in California. 

Yes, upon graduating college, the runt of the Dudley litter (a.k.a Matt Hyson) was a 
schoolteacher. And he says that fans usually have the same reaction when they find that 
out. 

"No way!" laughs Spike. "They're all shocked. The general perception of pro 
wrestlers is that we’re not smart guys. So when they find out that | went to college and 
was a schoolteacher, they’re a little taken aback.” 

Spike earned a degree in English literature from Skidmore College in Saratoga 
Springs, New York. After graduation, he moved to San Francisco, and a schoolteacher 
friend offered to get him a job at a private Catholic school. 

As a 21 year old, Spike says he had no problems working with the kids—although he 
says his inexperience sometimes allowed the students to gain the upper hand. 

“Because | was younger, the kids really related to me. That was kind of cool,” he said. 
“Actually, | was pretty easily manipulated, though | had to put my foot down at times.” 

It was during his second year as a teacher that Spike was bitten by the wrestling bug. 
He began taking classes at a wrestling school at night. He laughs as he remembers what 
happened when his students first learned what he was doing. 

“The kids found out about it," Spike says, “and they all told me “It's fake! It's fake!” And 
| said, “Мо, it's all real.’ They said, “Yeah, what about those punches?’ And | said, ‘Oh, 
those are real.’ After about 20 minutes of this, | realized that | couldn’t convince them.” 

Spike left teaching after that year, and worked briefly for a financial printing company 
before entering the sports-entertainment business. And the rest, as they say, is history. 

“Teaching was fun,” he says. "| liked hanging out with the kids, but it wasn't my calling 
in life. Wrestling was my calling.” 


— Seth Mates 
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Letters to the editor 


fan 


Dear Editor, 

I totally disagree with your choice for match of the year. 
I believe you should have chosen the Street Fight between 
Kurt Angle and Shane McMahon at King of the Ring, which 
was the most brutal match I have ever seen. When Kurt tried 
to throw Shane through the glass wall, the glass didn't break 
and he landed head-first on the concrete floor. But the match 
continued, and Shane ended up going through the glass not 


once but twice! Finally, Kurt gave Shane an Angle Slam off 


a wooden plank perched atop the top turnbuckles. It was just 

beautiful. You should rethink your choice for match of the 
year! 

Jeff Hancock 

Via E-mail 


Dear Editor, 

Why in the blue hell did you pick The Rock vs. Jericho as 
the 2001 Match of the Year? I agree with a lot of your “Best 
of 2001" issue: Lita deserved to be Diva of the Year, the 
Dudley Boyz deserved Tag Team of the Year, and 2001 was 


definitely the year of the Rattlesnake. But you were way off 


base with the Match of the Year. Hands down, the best match 
of the year was the Two-Out-of-Three-Falls match between 
Stone Cold Steve Austin and Triple H at No Way Out. The 
hype leading up to that match led to some of the best Raw and 
SmackDown! episodes of the year, and the match delivered 
in a huge way. The fans even voted it No. 1 on your recent 
top matches of 2001 episode of Raw! Not only did you 
not pick that match, but it was snubbed as a runner-up. 
Wassupwitdat? Granted, The Rock vs. Jericho match was 
good—maybe even great—and deserved to be in the top 10 
matches of the year, but it was nowhere near the Triple H vs. 
Stone Cold match at No Way Out. 





Spence Pilcher 
Alva, OK 


Dear Editor, 

Im writing to tell you about Triple H's biggest fan, Carter 
Crosland, who lives in Fillmore, Utah. Carter is a Millard 
High School junior, and is captain of the state 2A football 
champions, as well as the captain of the 2A state champion 
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Send us your comments and critique to: World Wrestling Federation, RAW Magazine, 1241 E. Main Street, Stamford, CT 06902 or at RawMagQwwf.com 





wrestling team. If you ask any team member or coach about 
their success, they will tell you that it is the spirit and deter- 
mination of Carter Crosland that has helped them through. 
It is Carter's example and winning attitude that keeps the 
team together. What makes this so incredible is that Carter 
was born without any arms or legs. Despite that, he is normal 





in every other respect, and exemplary in his role as a leader. 
His charm is unshakable. I believe that simply by talking to 
Carter, Triple H could draw on his strength and determination 
to overcome his injury. To meet Carter will put your life into 
perspective. It will make you realize what mental and spiritual 
strength truly are. And what does Carter use to help him 
when things are down? He uses Triple H. He tells himself 
that Triple H wouldn't let this upset him or slow him down. 
Triple H would never quit. Triple H is his motivation and 
inspiration, and the person Carter would most like to be if 
things were different. I felt compelled to write this letter 
because in Carter and Triple H, I see two people who have 
the same needs, and those two are each other's answer. I 
work with Carter's father, Russell Crosland. We have had the 
Croslands over for pay-per-view parties, and this is how I 
learned of Triple H's biggest fan. 
Roger Frazier 
Delta, Utah 


Dear Editor, 
Гуе been a subscriber from the beginning, and I think this is a 
great magazine. You have done articles on all of the W Divas, 
but the one who I would most like to see is Lilian Garcia. 
She's got a beautiful voice and a great personality. She always 
dresses to the nines for Raw and should be featured in a 
pictorial and interview. Please consider Lilian for RAW 
Magazine. I think the fans would enjoy it. 
Frank Bertola 
Via E-mail 


Dear Editor, 
I thought that the February 2002 issue of RAW was the best 
I ever read. I really liked the “Best of 2001" articles. My 
favorites were Stone Cold's "Superstar of the Year" article, 
the Rise and Fall of the Alliance (“Rivalry of the Year"), and 
"Beauty Among the Beasts" (Best Pictorials of 2001). I also 
enjoyed reading the “Оп the Farm" article on Brock Lesnar, 
and how he never watched pro wrestling but is making a 
career out of it now. Keep up the good work. 
Joe 
Via E-mail 


Dear Editor, 

Thank you so much for naming my hero, the amazing Lita, 
as Diva of the Year. Lita is the best Superstar in the W. She 
and the Hardy Boyz deliver an awesome show every time 
they walk down the ramp and into the ring. Lita is a true role 
model to me. She exhibits the determination and pride that 
every female should follow. Not only is Lita an extraordinary 
wrestler, she also is the sweetest, most real person I've ever 
met. She gave me her marker at W New York, along with 
her autographed video (/t Just Feels Right), because I was 














crying so much. Lita made my dream come true that day 
and gave me a memory ГЇЇ never forget. She is so kind to 
her fans, and deserves to be named Diva of the Year. She is 
the best female wrestler in the history of the W, and always 
will be! I know she will be Diva of the Year next year—if 
she's not Superstar of the Year! 


April Jeanette Mendez 
New Jersey 


Dear Editor, 
I just wanted to comment on the RAW Magazine *Best of 
2001" issue. I have to say I agree with everything in it, from 
Stone Cold to the Dudleys to Lita. She and Trish are two of 
the three Divas I like in the W. I was disappointed, however, 
not to see my third choice in the pages of the magazine. Of 
course, I’m talking about Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley. 
Not only is she hot, but she is also powerful and smart. She 
deserves to be on the list of Divas and should be included 
more with them. So what if she's the boss” daughter? She is 
just as hot as any other Diva in the WF. Hopefully we will 
be seeing more of her in upcoming issues and maybe in a 
couple of Divas shoots. Her fans look forward to it! 
Mark Hammersley 
Kingston, NY 
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Thoughts from under 
the 200X black 
Resistol hat about 
Chris Benoit and 
Kurt Angle. 


rom Ringside 


view. Never a bad match. Never a lack 
of effort. Never a laundry list of excuses 
why something was less than expected. 
Never a locker-room lawyer with a 
negative attitude. 

Always a true professional, Benoit 
remains as passionate today about our 
business as he was as a kid idolizing 
the legendary Dynamite Kid, who he 
watched every week on Stu Hart's 
Stampede Wrestling TV program. 

I have greatly missed the Rabid 
Wolverine during his recuperation from 
neck surgery, and am anxious to see 
him resume his career. In my eyes, 





By Jim Ross 


Chris Benoit is a champion and, no 
doubt, has the ability and all-around 
skills to become one of the greatest 
ҰҒ Champions of all time. He has 
earned great respect from his peers, 
something his critics over the years 
will probably 
never acquire. 

Height, weight, bench-press strength, 
and the size of one's biceps might be 


and unfortunately— 


some folks' criteria for success in the 
ring, but I will take Benoit's passion 
and heart on my team any day. Do you 
know where we can find any more 
like him? 








Chris Benoit's career in the W was 
really beginning to take off when he 
was diagnosed with a severe neck 


injury, the result of a great deal of 


wear and tear over the years. Benoit, 
an Edmonton, Alberta, Canada native, 
has long been considered one of the 
best technical wrestlers in the world, 
turning heads in Mexico, Europe and 
Japan long before he made his way 
on national TV with the then Atlanta- 
based WCW. 

Benoit's critics have always said that 
he had two strikes against him: he is 
under six-feet-tall and his verbal skills 
are sub-standard for today's market- 
place. The Crippler has even been con- 
sidered bland by some insecure peers 
in this business. In my view, that's an 
embarrassingly stupid remark. Chris 
Benoit not only represents what is good 
about our business, he also represents 
the spirit that has allowed our business 
to survive and grow to its current level 
of worldwide exposure. 

Benoit's contests with Steve Austin, 
Chris Jericho, Kurt Angle and Triple H, 
to name a few, are W classics, in my 
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I grew up idolizing Oklahoma's own 
Danny Hodge, who is generally recog- 
nized as the greatest non-heavyweight 
in the history of our business. Hodge 
was a two-time Olympian, who never 
lost in three national championship 
years at Oklahoma University, and was 
the National Golden Gloves heavy- 
weight boxing champion—while having 
no formal boxing training. As a senior 
wrestler at OU, Hodge never /ost a 
point! Never a takedown, never an 
escape, and damn sure never a pin! 

Hodge was on the cover of Sports 
Illustrated in the 7505, which was 
really impressive to a young kid from 
rural Oklahoma who loved to watch 
wrestling on TV with his grandparents 
every Saturday night. So, along with 
Mickey Mantle and John Wayne, 
Danny Hodge was, and still is, one of 
my boyhood heroes. The top award in 
amateur wrestling is named for Danny, 
it's their version of the Heisman 
Trophy. 

Now that you know the background 
of Hodge, my next statement will make 
a little sense to some of you beginners 
out there: Kurt Angle is the next gener- 
ation's Hodge—only bigger and better! 
Danny was able to dominate the NCAA 
and Olympic competition, and then 
segue into a very successful pro career 
that lasted about 20 years. 

Angle is ahead of that pace. He won 
an NCAA title, a world title, an 
Olympic Gold Medal, and is now 
embarking on the most amazing pro 
career 1 have ever seen in well over 
25 years in this business. Angle has 
accomplished more over a short period 
of time than anyone I have heard of or 
seen. Barring injury, he is poised to 
become the greatest W Superstar of 
all time—which is a helluva statement 
to make, but it's my story and I'm 
sticking to it! 

I feel this is great for our company 
and the business in general for several 
reasons. For example, the young kids 
who want to make the W their career 


can focus on this young man as a role 
model; they will not find a better one. 
Amateur wrestlers, who I personally 
covet to be on our talent roster, can see 
how being entertaining—coupled with 


Check out the Ross Report every Friday on ҰҒ .com 


their desire to compete, to be the best 
at what they do, and the raw fact that 
they are usually tougher than a two- 
dollar steak—can allow themselves 
to become a viable part of the sports- 
entertainment industry. 

Kurt Angle is going to lead the 
way for other high-character athletes 
with integrity and pure wrestling 
skills to become consummate sports- 
entertainment performers in the future. 
He is a modern-day Danny Hodge, and 
that's about as high a compliment as I 
can pay any man. 


The W needs more Superstars like 
Angle and Benoit. Hell, our world 
needs more people like these two men. 





Our future looks bright when you can 
look into a ring and see these two 
hosses, with their boots laced tightly, 
ready to entertain our fans with 100 
percent of their hearts and souls. 
These men are role models we can 
depend on and always be proud of, 
from where I sit. M 


See you next month. 


(Boomer Sooner) 
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ОР. BE 
GAPADES BE 


The World Wrestling Federation's first 
Undisputed World Champion is also the 
finest hockey player the world of sports- 
entertainment has ever produced. 

This past January, Chris Jericho participated 
in two hockey games: the celebrity-studded 
clash at the NHL's All-Star Extravaganza 
(right) and SuperSkate 2002, a charity 
hockey event to benefit the New Yor 
Rangers Cheering for Children Foundation 
and the Christopher Reeve Paralysis 
Foundation (below). 

This was Jericho's third time participating 
in the SuperSkate and, as a seasoned pro on 
the ice, he wasted no time in using some of 
the more brutal and illegal tactics that 
helped him secure the undisputed title. m 





Photos by Scott Brinegar (NHL All-Star Extravaganza) 
and Alex Kastor (SuperSkate 2002). 






(Left) Jericho 
shares a lighter 
moment with 
= the faithful at 
ТЕ SuperSkate 

ж 2002. 
Й (Right) Ted 
JE Irvine attempts 
BEN to come to his 
3 son's aid, then 
й battles him for 
position during 
a face-off. 
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fight a goalie. Certainly not Jericho. (Above) 
Jericho is front and center at the Los Angeles 
Staples Center. (Below) The media were anxious 
to hear how Jericho felt about his performance. 
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“еге vigy 


U | outside the ring... 
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FANTASY 


True giants only come along once in a 





the mammoth Big Show, all 7-foot-2, 500 p 
compared a great deal over the past 


її 








tually be Andre's son 
When the concept of "Fantasy Warfare" | 
latchup would be inevitable. It's easily 











in the old WCW as The Giant. In fact, back then he was be 


generation. In the '50s and '60s, Federation 


fans marveled at the 601-pound Haystacks Calhoun. In the "70s and '80s, Andre the Giant 
we-inspiring shadow over the Federation landscape. And of course, today, we have 


ounds of him. In particular, those last two have 
seven years since Show first made his debut 
ieved (falsely by some to 
was revived here at RAW Magazine, we knew 
one of the first dream bouts to pop up in any 











fan's mind. So let's get down to business 
and have a look at what would most 
certainly be the single most titanic encounter 
in World Wrestling Federation history. 


























his prime, Andre even had a surprising 
amount of agility for a man of his size, 
and was known to throw dropkicks and 
even utilize the middle turnbuckle. His 
intimidation factor is nearly impossible 
to overestimate—we re talking about a 
man who stood 74" and whose weight 
fluctuated between the mid-400 and 
mid-500 pound range. 


Weaknesses 

Mobility was always a problem for 
Andre, although that problem grew sig- 
nificantly worse toward the end of his 
career, in the late '80s. But even in his 
glory days, Andre was never known for 
lightning speed. His offense was some- 
what limited, but at his size, it didn't 
really matter. If there were many more 
weaknesses, they were quite well-hidden, 
because nobody figured them out 
between 1972 and 1987. 


Key Wins 


In a match overshadowed by their 





ANDRE THE GIANT 


Strengths 

Size. Power. Invulnerability. Andre 
the Giant was both the irresistible force 
and the immovable object. He went 15 
years without losing a single Federation 
match, and the few times he was body- 
slammed can be counted on one hand. In 
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much-later WrestleMania III rematch, 
Andre pinned Hulk Hogan in front of 
40,000 fans at New York's Shea Stadium 
in 1980. The following year, he got 
revenge against Killer Khan for breaking 
his ankle when he beat the grotesque 
Mongolian at Madison Square Garden 
in a match so raucous it required both 
Gorilla Monsoon and Pat Patterson as 
referees. His victory over Big John Studd 














in the $15,000 Bodyslam Challenge at 
WrestleMania is now legendary, and his 
battle royal win the following year at 
WrestleMania 2 is the most famous of 
his numerous battle royal triumphs. He 
captured the Federation Championship 
from Hulk Hogan in controversial 
fashion in 1988, and won the Tag Team 
gold with Haku in '89. 


Key Losses 

There's really not much to speak of 
in this category. Andre was undefeated 
in the World Wrestling Federation until 
1987, when he lost to Hulk Hogan in 
one of the most famous matches in 
sports-entertainment history, the steel- 
cage main event at WrestleMania III. 
The final years of his career saw his 
undefeated streak come crashing down, 
including a string of embarrassingly 
quick losses to the Ultimate Warrior in 
late 1989. 


Finishing Moves 

Andre didn't have one set finishing 
move, but instead made use of a variety 
of finishing moves that capitalized on 





his staggering immensity. He could turn 
a simple headbutt, bodyslam or big boot 
to the face into a finisher. He also made 
use of the sit-down splash, which was 
definitely something you didn't want to 
be on the receiving end of. In later years, 
the bear hug became his specialty. 


Strategy 

Andre would have to go full-steam 
ahead against Big Show. Rarely, if ever, 
has Big Show been at a size and/or 
power disadvantage, but against Andre, 
he would be. Challenging the Show to 
various tests of strength would be a 
good way to sucker him in. Maneuvers 
like his dreaded bear hug would be 
impossible to apply to an opponent with 
the girth of Big Show. The Eighth 
Wonder of the World would need to 
focus on knocking him off his feet 


rather than locking up in any kind of 


wear-down hold. 


Key Wins 

While still in WCW, Big Show (a.k.a. 
The Giant) squashed Ric Flair for the 
Heavyweight Championship in April 
1996. He followed this up with con- 
vincing wins over Sting and Lex Luger 
at Slamboree and The Great American 
Bash, and also claimed the WCW Tag 
Team title with both Sting and Scott 
Hall. In the Federation, Big Show beat 
Triple H and The Rock in a Triple-Threat 





Match at the 1999 Survivor Series to 
win the Heavyweight title. He captured 
the Hardcore title in 2001, and has held 
the W Tag Team title with Undertaker. 


Key Losses 

Triple H ended Big Show's W 
Championship reign with a crushing 
defeat at the very beginning of 2000. 
Show was unsuccessful in his bid to 
regain the championship at Wrestle- 








BIG SHOW 


Strengths 

Currently the largest man on the 
Federation roster, Big Show enjoys a 
great advantage over most other 
Superstars. He's incredibly strong and 
resilient, and also possesses a surprising 
amount of speed. Notoriously difficult 
to topple, he is able to absorb a great 
deal of impact. In many ways, his 
strengths are very similar to Andre's, 
but Big Show is faster and more agile 
than Andre ever was, even in his prime. 


Weaknesses 

For a man of his appearance, Big 
Show has a shocking number of losses on 
his record. Unlike Andre, who literally 
never lost, the Show has been known 


to occasionally crumble in the face of 


physically smaller opponents. He seems 
to have a relatively low threshold for 
pain—opponents know that he can be 
hurt. Stamina is also a question for this 
big man, although a match with Andre 
would be unlikely to go to marathon 
lengths. 
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FANTASY 


1 
Ire the 








Mania XVI later that year when he was 
the first man eliminated in the Fatal 
Four-Way main event. Earlier in his 
career, his momentum as a dominant 
WCW World Champion was killed when 
he suffered a disappointing loss to 
*Hollywood" Hulk Hogan at the 1996 
Hog Wild pay-per-view. 


Finishing Moves 

Everyone in the World Wrestling 
Federation fears the chokeslam. It's the 
kind of maneuver which can end a 
match at any moment, especially when 
executed by someone of Big Show's 
size. Of course, the big question would 
be whether or not Show would be able 








to chokeslam Andre. That aside, the 
fact remains that Show does possess 
the kind of devastating finisher that 
Andre never had. 


Strategy 

Although Big Show is used to power- 
ing through his matches, that would be 
the wrong way to go against the Eighth 
Wonder of the World. As strange as it 
sounds, Show would have to wrestle like 
a light heavyweight, employing what 
speed and agility he has to frazzle the 
slower Giant. He shouldn't waste time 
trying to hit the chokeslam, but should 
instead wear down Andre with a guerrilla 
offense before going in for the kill with 
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power moves like big splashes and leg- 
drops. 


Final Analysis 

It's debatable whether Andre the Giant 
ever faced an opponent of such equal 
proportions and abilities as Big Show. 
One thing's for sure: there wouldn't be 
many go-behinds or amateur takedowns 
in this affair. It would be an all-out, 
Pier 6 brawl of epic proportions, and the 
ring would need to be reinforced. If it 
comes down to power vs. power, Andre 
is the winner. But his victory comes 
into question if Show is willing to 
swallow his pride and adopt a less 
dead-ahead approach. 

In the end, Andre's fabled good 
nature may be his greatest weakness in 
the face of the often-vicious Big Show. 
Of course, the chosen official could 
have an effect on the outcome as well. 
Andre would be at a decided advantage 
should the referee for this matchup be 
Tim White, the Giant's behind-the-scenes 
manager back in the day. M 








Andre the Giant 


(c. 1980) 

Strength: 10 
Agility: 6 
Speed: 6 
Experience: 10 
Strategy: 7 


Brawling Ability: 8 
Technical Skill: 7 
Stamina: 8 
Endurance: 10 
Intangibles: 10 
Total: 82 


Big Show 
Strength: 
Agility: 

Speed: 
Experience: 
Strategy: 
Brawling Ability: 
Technical Skill: 
Stamina: 
Endurance: 
Intangibles: 
Total: 
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Who do you want to see clash in "Fantasy Warfare" next? Tell us at RawMagG WF сот 
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World Wrestling Federations Home Video presents 





Your Entertainment Superstore) 
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Where You Buy Movies 





Y Bad moon risin'? Not by a longshot. Albert does the world a 
raw rewind huge service by pantsing a shocked Stacy Keibler and expos- 
ing her finer assets for all to see and really, really enjoy. 
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The RAW Interview: 


By Keith Elliot Greenberg 








The Dudley Boyz Broke All the Rules 
on Their Way to Greatness 


They came into the World Wrestling Federation as outsiders from Extreme Championship 


Wrestling (ECW). To those a 


carry over backstage. Meanwhile, t 
"sell out" now that they'd left the g 
Garden and the Staples Center. 
The Dudleys knew that changes would 
acclaim and acceptance they wanted. So th 
of their 
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gold in the World Wrestl 
Their legacy—putting men and women 














encounters—resulted in another accolade: RA 














work and dedication. Bubba Ray and D-Von have won the World Wrestling 
Federation Tag Team Championship six times. On November 1, 2001, they 
World Wrestling Federation and WCW iitles— becoming the only team ever to wea 
g Federation, WOW and ECW. 


(Dudley Death Drop) finisher from ladders, and widening the boundaries for precarious 


ready entrenched in the World Wrestling Federation dressing 
room, there was concern that Bubba Ray and D-Von Dudley's in-ring belligerence would 
heir devotees from ECW worried that the tandem would 
г0ир'ѕ cozy arenas for the bright lights of Madison Square 

















have to be made before they gained the 
ey paid their dues, and reaped the rewards 
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through tables, executing their perilous 3D 




















W Magazine's Tag Team of the Year for 2001. 











Another trophy: long-legged Stacy Keibler, a.k.a. the Duchess of Dudleyville, a woman 






































some call the most alluring in the history of 











he mat wars. 





RAW Magazine: It wasn't too long 
ago that you guys were perceived as 
ECW performers invading the World 
Wrestling Federation. Now, you're 
institutions here. What happened? 

Bubba Ray: It didn't happen overnight. 
But we've been in there with every top | 
star—Stone Cold Steve Austin, Kane, | 
The Rock, Undertaker, Triple H, Kurt 
Angle, the Hardys—and we continue to | 
excite the fans. So I definitely think the 
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Dudleys are synonymous with the W. 
And that's a nice place to be right now, 
when the World Wrestling Federation 
is the only game in town. 


RAW: How have your personae 
changed? 

D-Von: We were a comedy act at first. 
Bubba would come in the ring and 
start stuttering, and I was slapping him 
on the back of the head to shut him up. 
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Two things have become synonymous with the Dudley Boyz and propelled them up 





the ladder to Federation greatness: the 3D and a foe crashing through a table. 





We were supposed to be heels, but we 


weren't getting the hatred from the | 


crowd. So, it wasn't working. 


RAW: How come it worked so well in 
ECW, but didn't translate here? 

Bubba Ray: Honestly, because I don't 
think the time was invested in it. There 
are so many people on the roster in the 
World Wrestling Federation that you 
only get so much TV time to establish 
yourself. And we had come in on the 
heels of another tag team from ECW, 
Public Enemy. People told me they 
didn't want to act as team players, and 


: DP 
they ended up leaving a poor taste in 


everyone's mouth. 

So we sat back and said, "Okay, it's 
time for us to act like heels. What are we 
gonna do? We're gonna use violence. 
We're gonna use weapons. Whether 
you're a man or a woman, we're gonna 
put you through a table. Without a doubt, 
that should make the people hate us.” 


Bubba Ray takes a death-defying drop 
off a balcony through a stack of 
tables. The Dudleys' seeming lack of 
concern for their physical well-being 
has made them immensely popular. 
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RAW: But did they ever really hate you? 
D-Von: Well, society has changed a 
lot. I mean, the more sick things you 
do in the ring, the better they like you. 
We took an old lady like Mae Young, 
put her through a table and dropped her 
off a ramp. Back in the day, they would 
have booed us out of the arena. Today, 


people are going crazy for it. But if that's 
what people want, that's what we'll give 
them. 

Bubba Ray: There aren't too many 
people out there who can swing both 
ways—and we don't mean that in a 
sexual way. The Dudleys are switch- 
hitters. We can go babyface. We can go 
heel. When we come out, a lot of fans 
cheer us because they think we're cool. 
But then we get in the ring and beat up 
The Rock, and the cheers turn to boos. I 
think that's a benefit to the Federation. 
Any hand they deal us, we can play. 
We never fold. 


RAW: What about the pressure to be 
even more shocking? 

D-Von: You can always push the enve- 
lope to a certain extent. You just have 


| to be creative. 





Bubba Ray: Think about it. At the 2000 
Royal Rumble, we had the first-ever 
table match with the Hardys. People said, 
"That was new. That was innovative. 
What are you going to do next?" Well, 
how about the Tables & Ladders match 
at WrestleMania XVI with the Hardys 
and Edge & Christian? We went in there, 
tore the house down and had the best 
match on the show. 

Once again, people asked, “How are 
we going to top that?" With the TLC 
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[Tables, Ladders & Chairs] match at 
SummerSlam 2000. But we also did 
another TLC—the forgotten TLC, we 
call it—on SmackDown!, and we 
brought two great athletes, Chris Jericho 
and Chris Benoit, into the mix. We gave 
away a pay-per-view match on free TV. 
So when it comes to topping ourselves, 
we totally enjoy the opportunity to try. 


RAW: When ECW and WCW formed the 
Alliance, you were major figures on the 
ECW side. But a lot of people—both 
within and outside the company—were 
disappointed. Why? 

Bubba Ray: In my opinion, the angle 
was rushed a little bit. I think it could 
have been spread out longer, and made 
a lot more interesting. 

D-Von: What kind of loaded question 


is that? I thought Vince handled the | 


invasion great. 


RAW: Over the last couple of months, 
we've seen some important tag teams 
break up. Why would a team like Edge 
& Christian part company, but not the 
Dudleys? 
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D-Von: We reinvent ourselves. We're 
always thinking of ways to make the 
public go, “Ооооһ! That's the Dudley 
Boyz" When we step through the curtain, 








they never know what's going to happen. 
And that's the key. We keep people 
| guessing. 
| Bubba Ray: When was the last time 
| you saw a tag team stay together for 
| a long amount of time? I'm talking a 
traditional tag team, like Demolition, the 
Hart Foundation, the British Bulldogs, 
| Edge & Christian—they've become 
| singles wrestlers. But that's not what 
I want for myself. I know I could 
succeed as a singles wrestler, and so 


а | could D-Von, but I'm not gonna be 


Bubba Ray and D-Von sandwich a foe between two ladders at WrestleMania XVI. 
The addition of Stacy Keibler (left) has only enhanced the Dudleys' appeal. 








the next Stone Cold Steve Austin. I'm 
not gonna be the next Triple H. So, 
why even try to attain that level at this 


point? 





RAW: Is there any classic tag team you 
compare yourselves to? 

D-Von: In terms of technical wrestling, 
the Hart Foundation was similar to the 
Dudley Boyz. Now, in terms of violence 
and all that, you can also make a 
comparison to the Road Warriors. 
When people compare us to the Road 
Warriors, it's an honor. But we want to 
go beyond what the Road Warriors did 
and take our style to the next level. 
Bubba Ray: Before the Dudleys, the 
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One of the first storylines in which the Dudleys gained mass Federation appeal was 
their vicious attacks on Mae Young, here getting powerbombed through a table. 


Road Warriors were the only tag team to 
win gold in three different organizations 
[the World Wrestling Federation, 
National Wrestling Alliance (NWA) 
and American Wrestling Association 
(AWA)]. That's a hell of a spot to be in— 
the Dudleys with the Road Warriors. 


RAW: What about the addition of Stacy 
Keibler to the team? Here's this sexy girl 
with two big, ugly guys... 

Bubba Ray: What do you mean, ugly? 
(Laughs) I think I'm cute in a rugged 
way. 

D-Von: And I'm just cute, period. 
Bubba Ray: You know, we made our 
name and reputation doing terrible things 
to women, putting them through tables. 
Now, we have one associated with us. 
Like we said, we like to keep people 


guessing. 


RAW: Who determines the Dudleys' 
course on World Wrestling Federation 
programs—you guys or the front office? 
Bubba Ray: The Federation will say, 


“We want you to bake a certain type of 


cake." We come up with the ingredients. 
The 3D, putting women through tables, 
D-Von screaming, “Whasuuuupp,” 


For more information on the Dudley Boyz, visit WF Superstors.com 


| we both 


came up with that. And the 


| company gives us the leeway to do what 


we want. 


RAW: How are you relating to the other 


talent in the dressing room these days? 
Bubba Ray: You know, when you see 
your colleagues more than you see your 
wives, girlfriends or children, you can 
get on each other's nerves. Things are 
sometimes said wrong. And I've been 





sat down by a veteran and told not to act 
so aggressively. And I appreciated it, 
because I didn't realize that's how I 
was acting. But I think everyone in the 
dressing room knows that we're willing 
to get in the ring and go all out. We hold 
nothing back, and make our opponents 
look good because we're giving the 
fans an exciting match. 

Not only are we a well-oiled machine 
that's surpassed every other tag team that 
was ever out there, but we're the most 
unselfish workers in the World Wrestling 
Federation. M 





| “Whasuuuuuup!” D-Von launches himself through the air as Bubba exposes a very 
delicate area on a prone Edge at SummerSlam 2001. 
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As if you couldn't tell just by looking at her, Stacy Keibler has superior genetics. 
And if other women didn't already have reason enough to hate her, they need 
only consider the following: At television events, the World Wrestling Federation 
provides catering for its Superstars. The long-legged Diva has a hard time 
resisting any of the items in the full spread of entróes, snacks and desserts. So, 


she eats them all—and still looks the way she does. 


By Phil Speer T. 5-foot-11, 135-pound blonde bombshell has gained 
nary an ounce in years, she says. 

“I guess my metabolism is still pretty fast, faster than 
others," says the 22-year-old Keibler. "Everyone says the 
same thing to me: “You won't be able to eat like that when 
you're older.” 

But, for the time being, she can eat how she likes—and 
takes full advantage of it. 

"It's really hard to eat well when I’m at work,” Keibler says. 
"At home, I live by myself, so I go to the grocery store and only 
buy what I want to eat. I don't buy chips, burgers or french 
fries. But when I'm at the arena, it's all in front of me.” 

Keibler giggles. "And I can't help but go to the make-your- 
own-sundae bar. All the junk food and stuff is usually pretty 
good. I usually fill my plate with whatever's out there, then eat 
dessert. I hit the candy bin a couple times, too. And then when 
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"| didn't realize what good 
nutrition was until | got 
involved in wrestling." 
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the fried-food hors d'oeuvres come out, 
I hit that." 

She's referring to the Federation's 
version of “Happy Hour.” At around 
4:30 p.m., the arena catering staff offers 
up several "finger foods;" which usually 
include fried chicken strips, fried moz- 
zarella and fried clams. 

*But I do eat a lot of fruits and veg- 
etables,” Keibler says. “And then when 
the show ends at 11:00 or 11:30, I try to 
find something that's open and eat— 
which is not always that great." 

Fellow Diva Torrie Wilson often 
drives from venue to venue with Keibler. 

"She's probably the easiest person to 
travel with," Wilson says, "because she 
can stop anywhere and eat anything." 

Says Keibler: “I’m not a picky eater. 
I can find anything at any restaurant to 
eat. I really don’t have anything I don’t 
like to eat except for Brussels sprouts. 
That's the only thing I will not eat.” 

Wilson recalls a time that she and 
Keibler had an appearance together in 
Las Vegas. Afterward, they visited a 
buffet in one of the casinos. 

“That girl—I kid you not—had 
one of those 30-ounce margaritas,” 
Wilson says. “I would’ve been full 
just from that. I've never seen a girl eat 
that much.” 

Wilson says that Keibler is “very 
lucky she’s 22 and almost 6-feet.” 

But it’s not like Keibler is a couch 
potato. The main reason that she’s 
remained thin throughout the years 
is probably that even when she was on 
a steady diet of fast food, she was 
always active. Keibler began dancing 
at age four and continued throughout 
her life, eventually becoming a cheer- 
leader for the NFL’s Baltimore Ravens 
and a WCW Nitro Girl. 
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While she was attending high school 
and later Towson University in her native 
Baltimore, Keibler hurriedly shuttled to 
school, and dance and voice lessons. 
There simply wasn’t time for well- 
balanced meals. 

“Tt was fast food all the time,” Keibler 
says. “Because my body was accustomed 
to eating fast food a lot, maybe it’s easier 
for me to do it now.” 

Keibler giggles again. “Sometimes 
when I'm eating bad [at arenas], ГЇЇ say 
to the girls in the back, “Come on, let's 
all eat bad, because if we all gain a few 
pounds, nobody will notice it on TV if 
we all gain it together!" 

But seriously, she does realize that 
the day will come when she won't be 
able to eat the way she currently does. 
While she says she rarely worked out 
before, she has hit the gym at least four 
times a week since arriving in the 
Federation. And she's learning more 
about healthy eating habits. As luck 
would have it, one of her best friends in 
the business—Wilson—is a professional 
fitness model. 

“I ask Torrie for tips and pointers,” 
she says. 

Keibler says she has reduced her 
carbohydrate levels by eating less pasta, 
potatoes and bread. She eats more 
protein, including egg white omelets and 
protein shakes. 

“I have to make "em girly for те” 
she says with a laugh, referring to the 
protein shakes. “So ГІІ put chocolate 
protein powder in the blender with 
peanut butter and a banana so it tastes 
good, but still gets me the protein.” 

And while it's nearly impossible to 
avoid late meals when she's on the road, 
she tries not to eat after a certain hour 
when she's at home. 

“T didn't realize what good nutrition 
was until I got involved in wrestling— 
what you're supposed to eat and how 
you're supposed to balance out your 
meals;" Keibler said. “І feel like I eat a 
lot better now." 

So don't worry, fellas. While Stacy 
Keibler may be gradually modifying her 
eating habits, she'll be just as gorgeous 
as she is now for years to come. M 
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It takes a special kind of woman to be the W 
Women's Champion and the 2001 WF.com Internet 
Babe of the Year. The gorgeous and talented Trish 
Stratus fits that bill perfectly. When the fans voted 
her Internet Babe of the Year, there were just too many 
hot photos to run on one website. RAW Magazine is 
proud to present these white-hot pictures, never before 
seen by fans. We guarantee that this will be a seriously 


Stratusfying experience. 
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WANT MORE TRISH? Find more pics on V .com and www.2001BabeoftheYear.com. RAW MAGAZINE April 2002 35 
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mos FIE 
BUSS? 





By Anthony Gali 








iscovering a Different Side of the Boss Man 








With his longtime 
trademark nightstick in 
hand, the Boss Man 
has been a sports- 
entertainment mainstay 
for nearly two decades, 





nside the ring, he’s one of the most 
vile, despised gladiators ever to grace 
the sport of kings, a crafty veteran who 
knows how to incite a crowd by simply 
glancing their way. Yet Ray Traylor— 
the competitor known to Federation 
enthusiasts as the Boss Man—is a 
complete paradox to the personality he 
displays each week on television. This 
kind, gentle, compassionate family man 
is full of goodwill and charity. And while 
his World Wrestling Federation persona 
is known for antagonizing others, the 
real Ray Traylor will stop at nothing to 
put smiles on the faces of all the children 
he meets. 

For nearly two decades, the Boss Man 
has dished out his brand of law and order 
around the globe and lived to see just 
about everything one can in the world of 
sports-entertainment. During his illus- 
trious career, Traylor has competed in 
Japan against foreign stars like Giant 
Baba, Antonio Inoki and Stan Hansen. 


Yet unlike many of today’s Superstars, 
the Boss Man didn’t train for a career in 
wrestling, nor did he imagine a future as 
a grappler while still a child. But when 
the opportunity arose, Traylor took it. 
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Boss Man's 1998 
return to the 
Federation came 

as the masked 
personal bodyguard 
of Mr. McMahon 


Toward the end of 1984, while serving 
as a prison guard in Cobb County, 


Georgia, Traylor caught the attention of 


a local Atlanta wrestling booker. He was 
instantly fascinated with the business 


and began training. After months of 


learning the ropes and paying his dues, 
Traylor was re-christened Big Bubba 


*One day Dusty Rhodes asked me if 
I had a suit because I was going to be 
Jim Cornette's bodyguard. From then 
on, I was in main events with him all 
over the country,” recalls the Boss Man. 
Ironically one of the first people with 
whom Boss Man became good friends 
was ҰҒ Diva Terri, who also started 
with the NWA within weeks of Traylor 
and was working as a makeup girl at 
the time. 

A few years later, when his contract 
expired, he decided to look into other 
options to further his career. Traylor 
traveled to Stamford, Connecticut, to 
meet with Vince McMahon, and shortly 
thereafter, the Big Boss Man was created. 

Although he faced a stacked roster of 
well-established Superstars, Boss Man 
was able to rapidly move up the card. 
Soon after his arrival, he was facing off 
with legendary grapplers Hulk Hogan, 
Randy Savage and the late Andre the 
Giant. 

*It was more about the individual 


| back then; the Superstars wanted to 


make themselves shine,” says Boss Man. 
"Whereas in today's product, from the 











Rogers. top to the bottom of the card, everybody 
| 
IN A FEW WORDS... "еге 
| num Awesome. | think The Rock is going to be the next Arnold 
| Schwarzenegger in the movie business. | think that The Rock is 
VINGE McMAHON a shooting star inside and outside of the wrestling business. I've 


When I was in the NWA, they wouldn't 
let me talk. My whole gimmick was to 
stand behind Jim Cornette as his body- 
guard. And because | have an accent 
and not exactly the meanest-sounding 
voice in person, they really didn't think 
| was capable of doing interviews. 

But when | came to the W and 
became the Big Boss Man, Vince said "You are going to do 
interviews." He took me to the camera, put me in front of the 
set and stood right beside the camera and said, "All right, now 
| want you to do an interview," and I cut my very first interview. 
The first words | ever said on Federation programming were 
right in front of Vince McMahon. And when I was done, he said, 
"That's perfect, that's the way | want you to do it. You're going 
to do interviews, and you're going to talk." He gave me the 
confidence to do it. He has always treated my family and I 

very well. І respect the man and love him and his family. 
Without Vince and his vision, this business wouldn't be what 

| itis today. 








also known his daddy [Rocky Johnson] for many years. Based 
on his performances [in his latest movies], | can just tell that 
The Rock is going to go far in everything he does. 


ANDRE THE GIANT | 
On my first tryout with the WF in 
Rochester, Minnesota, | was preparing 
and | felt this huge presence behind 

me. | could feel him breathing down 

my neck. Sure enough, when I turned 
around, it was Andre. He looked down 

at me and said "You gonna get the 

#@!$ outta my way?" Because І was 
wearing my police uniform, he mistook 
me for one of the arena's security 

guards. Sure enough, | stepped out of 

his way. Years later when we became friends, we'd laugh about 

it. | think that he got more respect than anyone I've ever met in 

my life, just by his presence. He was a true gentleman and a | 
man's man. 
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is working for the benefit of the show 
and trying to entertain the audience as 
best as possible.” 

Ever the family man, Traylor eventu- 
ally grew tired of the strenuous W road 
schedule and began to seek a lighter 
workload in order to spend more time 
with his wife and newborn baby girl. For 
a while, the Boss Man went the indy 
route, picking and choosing independent 
shows in the U.S. and Japan, but before 
long, the old WCW made him an offer he 
couldn't refuse. Once onboard, Traylor 
had to come up with a name that suited 
him. He initially competed as the Boss, 
Guardian Angel, Bubba Rogers and even 
Ray Traylor. Nothing, however, brought 
him the attention that he received as the 
Boss Man. 

*When I went to WCW and competed 
under those other names, everybody 
behind the scenes still called me the Boss 
Man,” says Traylor. “There was never 
any doubt that I was the Boss Man, no 
matter what name I used in WCW.” 

In late 1998, the Boss Man returned 
to the Federation as Vince McMahon's 
personal enforcer—leaner, meaner and 
more despicable than ever. Within 
months, he picked up where he'd left off, 
battling Undertaker in a Hell in the Cell 
match at WrestleMania XV and challeng- 
ing Big Show for the Federation cham- 
pionship at Armageddon 1999. 

But of all the rivalries Boss Man took 








part in, there were two that brought 
his sadistic behavior to the next level— 
kidnapping Al Snow's pet Chihuahua 
Pepper and torturing Big Show. 

“That's what's so great about the W,” 
says the Boss Man. "If I really killed a 
dog, fed it to its owner and stole a coffin 
with a body in it, I'd probably be back in 
prison, only this time on the other side of 
the bars, serving hard time.” 

Having established himself as the 
most heartless Superstar in the W, the 








Boss Man disappeared from Federation 
programming in early 2001 due to an 
injury he sustained at the beginning of 
his career. 

"About 16 or 17 years ago in Lake- 
land, Florida, I caught Dusty Rhodes off 
the top rope, and my knee blew out. I was 
one of the first guys to start wearing one 
of the Orthotech knee braces because I 
never actually went to a doctor.” Traylor 
says. "You see, back then if you had an 
injury and didn't work through it, you 
lost your spot. It was so different at that 
time. 

"About a year ago, I was in the ring 
with Hunter before one of the shows and 
I just swung my knee and it felt like 
something tore. I went back to the dress- 
ing room, and when I stood up about 
10 minutes later, I couldn't straighten 
my leg. A piece of cartilage had gotten 
lodged in between the bone. The next 
day I had surgery on it, and within a 
day I could actually walk a little bit.” 








The Boss Man is a 
devoted family man. 
Traylor with his wife, 
Angela, and his 
daughters, Lacy 

and Megan. 
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Boss Man dishes out 
some hard time 

to Undertaker 
during their Hell in 
the Cell match at 
WrestleMania XV. 





Those next few months of rehab and 
rest did wonders for the Boss Man's 
body, but instead of returning to the 
Federation right away, he was allowed 


some time off with his family. One of 


Traylor's favorite pastimes is spending 
time with his daughters, nine-year-old 
Megan and seven-year-old Lacy. During 
his sabbatical, Traylor was also called 
upon occasionally to instruct the W's 





developmental talent who were training 
at Ohio Valley Wrestling (OVW) in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Despite his absence from the WCW/ 
ECW "invasion" last summer, the Boss 
Man is happy with his post-Alliance 
return. 

“I’m glad I was on the sidelines 
watching it, because I felt more special 
when I came back,” says the Boss Man. 
“Т got a call from Jim Ross at 2:35 in 
the morning the night before my return, 
telling me that Vince wanted me to come 
down to the show because they needed 
me. That was the day I hit Stone Cold 
Steve Austin over the head with a chair 
on SmackDown! Honestly, after being 
thrown right back into things with three 
top-caliber guys like Steve, The Rock 
and Booker T, I feel respected and that's 
a hard thing to get in this business. I 
respect them as much as they respect 
me.” 

Upon returning to the Federation and 
sharing a locker room with the legendary 
Ric Flair, the Boss Man began to realize 
his stature in the sports-entertainment 
world. 

“I started with Ric Flair in the NWA, 


UNDERTAKER 

He's another man's man, another 
icon in our business. Whether he 
is in the main event or not, he 
has always found a way to shine. 
He hasn't changed at all as long 
I've known him. He is a super 
human being. 





BIG SHOW'S DADDY 

Probably the funniest and best angle I've ever done in the busi- 
ness. It really was heavy-duty, and it sure made me look mean, 
too. We were in a real cemetery in Connecticut, and they got the 
original car used in Blues Brothers 2000, with a huge speaker on 
top of it. Everything in the car was original. | remember people 
were coming to the cemetery and putting flowers on their 
departed one's graves and they'd turn and look to see this fiasco 
going on. | drove right up to the funeral, hooked the coffin up and 
drove away with Big Show's daddy. It just was so unbelievable. 

| thought it was funny and hope that other people found it funny, 
too. 


AL SNOW'S PET CHIHUAHUA PEPPER 
That was another unbelievable moment. If you watch the tape, 





you'll notice that | make reference to longtime Federation 
personality Mr. Fuji when I mention that I got the pepper steak 
from Fuji's a little down the road. The best part of that was at 
the end when I tasted a little of the gourmet canine and said, 
“Mmmm. ..tastes just like chicken." I'm sure every animal rights 
activist called up to check on Pepper's safety, but anybody with 
common sense would have realized that we didn't really kill that 
dog. І was just proud to be а part of it, because this certainly 
ы —— isn’t your run-of-the-mill, 9-to-5 job. 


HULK HOGAN 

Along with Vince McMahon, he 

made wrestling what it is today. 
Nobody can honestly say that Hulk 
Hogan is not one of the major 

reasons why wrestling is what it 

is today. He led the way for today's 
style of sports-entertainment. | 


STEVE AUSTIN 

He's the Rattlesnake. Steve Austin is one of the reasons why the 
WF is still so big today. Just as much as the guys in the '80s are 
responsible for the initial upswing, Austin is responsible for the 
latest one. He's just a really good person. 


A UO EOE ZENTREN ENTE. 
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and when I met him he was only seven- 
time World Champion. To be able to walk 
through the dressing room and reminisce 
about when I first started, the things we 
did together and stories only he and I 
would know about from the тід- 80s is 
a pleasure,” the Boss Man says. *He has 
a permanent smile on his face; he looks 
genuinely happy. He and I both look at 
each other and laugh at the position, how 
things have changed and how lucky we 
are to be still involved in the business 
at this level." 

Of all that he's achieved throughout 
the years, the one thing Traylor is most 
proud of isn't his pro wrestling résumé, 
it's his charity—something his W career 
has helped make possible. The Boss Man 
feels that all the fame and notoriety he 
has garnered through the years is best 
put to use by helping others. 

“Mainly I believe that taking time out 
and saying hello to the kids is the biggest 
part,” says Traylor. “It really means a lot 
when you just shake their hands, look 
them in the eye and say ‘hello.’ My wife 
met Andre the Giant when she was just 
13 years old; he shook her hand and she 
never forgot it. It's just so important to 
let them know that there are people out 
there who really care.” 

The Boss Man frequently takes time 
out of his extremely busy schedule to 


visit children in his area. In the past few 


years, he has assisted in the building of 


playgrounds for schools in his commu- 
nity, and is currently working on raising 
money for a nature trail. 

On September 11, 2001, Traylor came 
together with his community again. A 
vigil in Dallas, Georgia, (a city of 2800) 
drew 2000 mourners. He and fellow 
community leaders held a collection for 
the victims” families, and later held a PTA 
festival designed to further contribute to 
relief efforts. 

“Just like the nation, our community 
was really hurting and it did people a lot 
of good to express their grief about the 
whole situation. We had people from all 
walks of life, from 5 to 85 years old. 
Some came up and sang, others simply 
poured their hearts out,” the Boss Man 
recalled. *My daughter Lacy had asked 
to sing the national anthem and just as 
I was introducing her, she said, *Not yet, 
I'm not ready yet. So a friend of mine 
got up and sang it. Then, as I was about 
to introduce [Georgia state] Sen. Nathan 
Dean, I felt a little tug on my shirt and 
it was Lacy. She said ‘I’m ready now, 
Daddy.’ So she got up and sang the 
Star Spangled Banner and did a really 
wonderful job. When she was finished, 
everybody cheered. It was such an 
incredible feeling to see your daughter 
do something like that, especially at such 
an important time." 

There's a saying that behind every 
great man is a great woman and to the 
Boss Man, those words ring true. He 
credits his wife, Angela, as being the 








guiding light behind his magnificent 
career. 

“Т dedicate my whole career to her. 
Without her understanding and support, 
I wouldn't be anybody,” Traylor says. 
“We've been together since high school, 
longer than I've been in the wrestling 
business. There's no way I could have 
done what I have in this industry or been 
a part of it if it wasn't for her. She lived 
through all the times I was on the road 
for 300 days a year. She is above every- 
thing, because without family you're 
nothing." 

Even though the Boss Man holds his 
family dear and thoroughly enjoys being 
at home with them, he considers the W 
his second family and a company he 
doesn't intend on leaving any time soon. 
When asked about his future, the Boss 
Man still admits that a run as the W 
Heavyweight Champion is not out of the 
question. 

“Гуе been around a long time and 
Гуе wrestled all the great champions at 
one time or another. That would be a 
great accomplishment, and I wouldn't 
mind it being a closure to my career. 
Hopefully I’ve got a few more years left. 
The World Wrestling Federation and 
this business is my life. l've been doing 
it for almost 20 years,” says the Boss 
Man. *I would love to stay, help teach 
the up-and-comers and be a part of the 
business as long as possible. 

"There's only one ЎЎ, and if you're 
going to be in this business, you'd better 
strive to be here or else you need to find 
something else to do.” M 








The old-school 

Во55 Мап (аһоуе) апа 
the leaner, meaner 
215 Century version. 








For more information on the Boss Man and other Superstars, visit wf Superstars.com. 
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To All My W Fans, 

Since my return to the ring in January, I have been amazed and deeply 
touched by the outpouring of support and encouragement 1 have received from 
everyone. My return at Madison Square Garden was an experience I will never 
forget, and I knew at that point that the months and hours spent rebuilding my 
muscle, and being away from family and friends were more than worthwhile. 

I am in a business that I love; it is my life, and it is the only thing I want to do. 
I believe that when you want something badly enough, you will go to any length 
to achieve it. 

I am humbled by some of the letters I have received, when my fans have 
told me how they looked to my rehab for encouragement in their own battles 
to survive. However, I believe that the true heroes and survivors are those fans 
who are fighting far greater battles than I have ever fought, and I am taking 
this opportunity to thank each one of you for the inspiration you gave me during 
the time I spent rehabbing from my injury. I know that we all have one thing in 
common, that is our love and respect for a business that I hope to be in for 
| many years to come. 

Again, I thank each and every one of you for being in my corner. 


TE. 
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After Long Months Away Injured, Chris 














Benoit Is Ready to 





Want to drive Chris Benoit crazy? Tell him to sit around and 
do nothing...for months. 

A few short months ago, Benoit was probably ready to burst 
at the seams, because doing nothing was exactly what he was 
forced to do after his spinal-fusion surgery on June 28, 2001. 
For the months before he could begin physical rehabilitation, 
Benoit wasn't allowed to do much of anything physical, in order 
to prevent jarring and reinjuring his delicate vertebrae. No 
ringwork, no weight training, no running—nothing beyond 
very light cardio workouts. And it was driving him nuts. 

“I couldn't run—and I love running—and my weight train- 
ing was limited to very slow, very light, very controlled move- 
ments," Benoit says. "It was something I'm not used to at all. 
It was more of a psychological battle than a physical one, 
because I felt great. I felt like I could get in the ring and 
wrestle, but I couldn't.” 

At press time, Benoit was moving closer and closer to 
returning to the ring after what was the longest layoff of his 
career. His injury was similar to those suffered by Stone Cold 
Steve Austin and Rhyno, and he was operated on by Dr. Lloyd 
Youngblood, the same San Antonio surgeon who repaired 
those two Superstars” injuries. 

While Austin can point to one near-catastrophic incident that 
caused his injury, Benoit says his neck problems developed 
over time. He had been battling discomfort in his neck and 
diminished strength in his arm for months. He tried to work 
through the pain, which he compares to a bad pinched nerve, as 
best he could, but at the 2001 King of the Ring, he landed on 
his neck during his Triple-Threat match for the Federation 
Championship against Austin and Chris Jericho. 

“King of the Ring was like the straw that broke the camel's 
back,” Benoit remembers. “I’ve wrestled for 16 years and been 








injured before; usually I work through it. Usually after a week 
or two, it goes away, depending on the severity. But this 
wouldn't go away. I kept trying to work through it, but I finally 
had to accept that I was hurt. At King of the Ring, I fully realized 
that something serious was wrong. It wasn't going to heal 
itself.” 

Benoit says Austin hooked him up with Dr. Youngblood, 
and just four days after King of the Ring, he was in San Antonio 
undergoing spinal-fusion surgery. The results were instanta- 
neous: Benoit felt a marked improvement in his neck and arm. 

But that was a good news/bad news scenario for him. He was 
no longer in physical pain, but he immediately began itching to 
return to the ring. Benoit was many months away from that, 
and a full six months away from any sort of rigorous physical 
activity. Thus began the mental battle for the caged Rabid 
Wolverine. 

"After the operation, I felt great. I felt like I could get right 
back in the ring,” he says. "It's hard to sit home, watch the 
shows and not be a part of it. It's time I can't buy, though. I'm 
spending more quality time with my family, which is great. 
But I'm a very physical person. Everything I've been doing for 
16 years now—wrestling and going to the gym—1 couldn't do, 
and that was very hard." 

Prior to this, Benoit's longest layoff since turning pro in 
1985 was a two-month rehab stint for a torn elbow ligament 
when he was with WCW in the mid-1990s. Other than that, 
he had never missed a single show due to injury—an almost 
Ripkenesque feat in a physically demanding business. 

More than in any other sport—football included— pain and 
injuries are a part of any sports-entertainment performer's 
everyday life. They work four shows a week for 52 weeks a 
year, without the benefit of an off-season in which to heal. 
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Superstars often take the Benoit approach—shrugging 
off the pain until it becomes physically impossible to 
work—simply because it's just how they approach 
the business. 


“Га say if you X-rayed any of the wrestlers’ necks 


or backs... What we do is very physical: there's a lot of 


impact, and the human body is not made to take that 
kind of punishment,” he says. "I don't think people 
fully comprehend how taxing this is on the body and 
how difficult a sport this is. If you X-ray anyone in 
the ЎЎ, you're going to see some damage.” 

Benoit was encouraged by Austin's rapid recovery 
from his surgery. Watching Austin's comeback and his 
quick return to peak-quality ringwork gave him all the 
confidence in the world in Dr. Youngblood's work. 

But, Benoit hastens to add, for him it was an all- 
or-nothing proposition. If he couldn't return to the 
ring as strong and as technically proficient as he left it, 
he'd walk. 

*Hell, no, I won't come back at anything less than 
100 percent,” he says. “І think I would be cheating 


myself and the fans. I can't compromise that. One of 


the first things I asked the doctor before I had the 
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Although he 
was in pain 
prior to his 
spinal surgery, 
Benoit still 
managed to 
perform some 
spectacular 
high-flying 
moves. 


“The doctor 
said if | 
heal like I 
should, I'll 
be able to 
do exactly 
what I did 
before.” 











surgery was, ‘How am I going to be afterwards?' He 
said if I heal like I should, ГІІ be able to do exactly 
what I did before. Aside from doing the German 
suplexes and the headbutt off the top, the first thing I 
asked him was, “Will I be able to bridge?’ I take a lot 
of pride in what I do, and I'm very passionate about 
wrestling. I've always thought to myself, 'If I can't do 
it the way I do it, my heart won't be in it. If I don't have 
my heart in it, I couldn't do it at all.” 

Another fact staring Benoit in the face was that 
his injury short-circuited a highly enviable push. He 
and Jericho had won the Tag Team Championship 
from Austin and Triple H (ironically, in a match which 
saw Triple H rupture his quad and forced him to the 
sidelines as well). He was main-eventing and getting 
title shots in his highest-profile run since joining the 
Federation in 2000. 

It would be natural to assume that the desire to 
regain that coveted spot would add fuel to Benoit's 
motivational fire. But it couldn't burn any hotter. 

“I try not to sit around and dwell on that. That's 
something that could really eat you up if you let it,” 
he says. “The reality of it is, I got hurt and I had surgery. 
I have to look to the future. From the beginning. 
when I was wrestling for Stu Hart, l've always aspired 
to better myself. l'm a motivated person. I don't think 
this will intensify my motivation. I love this sport. 
I still want to be a part of it. I don't believe my moti- 
vation could get any more intense than it's always 
been.” M 





For more information on Chris Benoit, visit wF com. 
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The Godfather and Val Venis Let 
the Good Times Roll Once Again 


It's been a long time since The Godfather 
and Val Venis last entertained the masses. 
Too long for most Federation fans. So 
when it was announced that they would 
make their long-awaited returns at the 
Royal Rumble, there was, not surprisingly, 
a great deal of joy from the millions 
who had come to love the Federation's 


"edgier" Superstars. For the competitors themselves, their returns marked a new 
chapter in their careers, one in which they promised to be better conditioned, more 
focused and more entertaining than ever before. 


or those who have prospered in the World Wrestling 
Federation, competing in Ohio Valley Wrestling (OVW) 


and Heartland Wrestling Association (HWA) can be 


a humbling experience. Instead of performing in front of 


thousands in state-of-the-art arenas, they often perform in 
front of hundreds at local gyms or armories. Instead of being 
seen in more than 100 countries, their television exposure 
is limited to the Louisville and Cincinnati areas. Not every- 
body can make the adjustment. Fewer still can make the 
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adjustment while working on their weaknesses, maintaining 
a good attitude and helping those who have yet to make it to 
the big time. Val Venis and The Godfather did this and more. 

It was their decision to go to the developmental leagues. 
The Right to Censor storyline had run its course, and Venis 
and The Godfather had some physical issues. Venis needed 
surgery on his hip, and The Godfather wanted to lose some 
weight to ease some aches and pains, and prolong his career. 
Neither viewed a stint in the developmental leagues as a 


demotion. Rather, each viewed it as an opportunity to retool 
his game and give back to the business. 

Both Venis and The Godfather worked hard in the develop- 
mentals. Venis” primary objective was to rehabilitate his hip, 
expand his repertoire, and refine his in-ring tactics. 

“It really wasn't difficult at all being in HWA,” said Venis. 
“I spent eight years in England, Puerto Rico, Mexico and 
Japan prior to coming to the World Wrestling Federation. I 


even spent a little time in Arkansas as well. I learned a lot of 


new things in the HWA. It was a chance for me to get back 
to basic 
The Godfather's main goal was to drop some weight. 





It wasn't that he was in bad shape, it was just a matter of 


slimming down to reduce the wear and tear on his body. 

“Т had a good time in Ohio Valley. 
so it was a good experience,” he said. “І weigh 260, 265 right 
now. I haven't been in that kind of shape since I played college 
football. " 





ind I got in good shape, 





Both competitors also felt very strongly about helping 











those just starting out in the sports-entertainment business. 

“It was a chance for me to work with some of these younger 
guys,” said Venis. "So, I think it was a good experience for 
me. It was a pleasure for me to work and be a part of actually 
molding some of the future Superstars of the ЎЎ. I enjoyed 
it. Pm definitely going to go back every couple of months to 
see how the guys are doing and how they're coming along." 

While they enjoyed working in the developmentals, both 
kept their eyes on the Federation. The Godfather kept in touch 
with Teddy Long, Bradshaw, Faarooq, Undertaker and 
Rikishi, while Venis stayed in contact with Edge, Test, Albert 
and Chris Benoit. They didn't know exactly when they would 
be back, but neither ever doubted that he would eventually 
be back where he wanted to be. 

When they finally got the news that they would be coming 
back at the Royal Rumble, they were elated. The news was 
especially welcome for The Godfather, because he was told 
that he would be back in his favorite role—as a lady-loving, 
good-times-happenin', partying machine. 

"Two weeks before the Rumble, they gave me the good 





news that I was coming back. Then they gave me the best 
news possible: I would be coming back as The Godfather, 
not The Goodfather;" he recounted. “І had a pretty good run 
last time, and if this time is as good as the last, ГІЇ be happy. 
Hopefully, it'll reach a little beyond that. As everyone knows, 


The Godfather and Val Venis are back, and recapturing the spirit 
of their earlier personae with more passion, intensity and sex 
appeal. (Opposite page, at left) The Godfather dancing with his 
escorts; (below) Val plants a big kiss on one of his many admirers. 
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I'm no longer a pimp. І run an escort service. Every week 
The Godfather's going to bring more and more back.” 
Venis, too, was told he would be coming back as a contro- 
versial character, but this time around he wanted to make 
sure that his character didn't overwhelm his in-ring work. 
*My first run was very controversial. No doubt about that,” 
Venis commented. “І was one of the most controversial 


characters in the World Wrestling Federation, along with the 
Godfather. I think this run is still going to be controversial, but 
my in-ring work is going to be a lot more vicious. It's going 
to be a lot more focused. I really don't want the character to 
overshadow my wrestling ability, but at the same time, I want 
my character to be able to entertain the fans to a higher level | 


than I did the first time I was here.” 
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The night of the Rumble was a special one for both men. No 
matter how many times you've stepped through the curtain, 
once you're gone from the scene for a while, you're never 
quite sure what the fan reaction will be upon your return. 

“I was so worried that I wouldn't get that cheer from 
people,” The Godfather recalled. “І thought that maybe they 
forgot the old Godfather. I never get nervous, and I don't 
know if it was nervousness or butterflies about hearing what 
the reaction from the people might be, but I felt it that night. 
PI tell you what: As they played The Godfather's music and 
I went through the curtain, it felt great to hear the cheers, 
and I said to myself, ‘Ah, they still love те!” 

Once the immediate thrill of coming back passed, both 
returned their attention to the ring. For Venis, this meant really 
focusing on his tactics and never 
forgetting his four commandments. 
“Му short-term goal is basically 
to entertain the fans to the best of 
my ability. Really showcase my 
ability inside the ring and exploit 
my four commandments: desire, 
strength, attitude and commitment," 








said Venis. “If you want something, 
you have to have the desire for it. 
You have to have the strength to do 
it as well. Then, you have to have 
the attitude to become it. Finally, 
you have to have the commitment 
to achieve it. So, I definitely want to 
exploit those commandments. I've 
been running with them for the past 
12 years now. 

"Long-term goals: I'd like to 
really work with the top guys, com- 
peting against people like Stone Cold 
Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Triple H, 
The Rock,” he continued. “The one 
thing that gets me is how Triple H 
walks around telling the world that 
he is "The Game. Well, games were 
meant to be played, and I consider 
myself one of the greatest players 
in the game. 

“In the ring, the fans are going to 
be seeing a different Big Valbowski. 
They'll see a man who will go out 
there focused. One who will wrestle 
around, look for a weak spot in his 
opponent, and when he finds that 
weak spot, he will target it, focus on 
it, continue to pound on it, until his 
opponent either submits or gets 
pinned 1-2-3. Before, I'd be hitting 
my swing-out powerbomb, which 
works the back; then I would do 
my fisherman's suplex, which kinda 


Since returning to the Federation, The Godfather can always be 
found in the company of beautiful women. With his new escort 
service, business is really picking up in and out of the ring. 


works the back and the neck; 
works the chest and ribs, and finally, my double-knee 


then Га do my splash, which 


Russian leg sweep, which works the rib area. This time, 
instead of bouncing around on every single body part of my 
opponent, you re gonna see a Valbowski who searches over 
his opponent, looks for a weak spot, targets it, focuses on it 
and destroys it.” 


As for their approach to the business, beyond appreciating 


it really hasn't 


For more information on The Godfot al Venis and other Superstars, 


e been around a while,” said The Godfather. “There's 
a good crew here now and a lot of the locker room/lawyer 
stuff is gone. You don't have to worry about being stabbed in 
the back. It's a good place to be. As far as respect, Гуе always 
had respect for the business. I've been in it a long time and 
the respect is there. I've never lost respect for the business.” 
Both Superstars have high hopes for their current run. 
They feel as physically strong as they ever have, and mentally, 
feel that they are at the top of their games. They are also 
wise enough to know that one cannot predict the future in 
this business, so neitheris taking anything for granted. They 
promise to stay physically fit, keep working on their skills, 
and most of all, do everything in their power to make sure 
that the good times keep rolling. M 
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by Seth Mates 





REMEMBER “| NAME 


he's golden, he's flamboyant, he's bizarre—he's back | 


he cymbals clash, and the arena 
grows dim. The dust begins to fall, and 
the lights flicker. The fans rise to their 
feet. An ominous melody fills the air, as 
a spotlight dances on the stage. 

A mysterious figure enters the arena, 
looking like a bizarre cross between 
a wrestler and the Academy Award 
"Oscar. An enigmatic blond saunters 
to the ring, strutting erotically towards 
the squared circle. He stops to lick the 








air and growl at the cameras, before | 


continuing his trek. 

Slowly, he enters the ring and begins 
to touch himself seductively. In one 
motion, he reaches up, pulls off his 
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blond wig and holds it up for all to see. 
Across the ring, his opponent stares 
at him, wondering what he has gotten 
himself into. The pre-match game of 
psychological intimidation and ring 
showmanship has already been won. 

They say that the World Wrestling 
Federation is show business—and no 
one is more representative of that than 
Goldust. 

“I think Goldust's entrance is the most 
unbelievable entrance ever in the World 
Wrestling Federation,” Dustin Runnels 
tells RAW Magazine. “It's so theatrical. 
From the scenes on the TitanTron to the 
falling gold dust to getting up on the 




















corner and taking off my wig—it's a 
Shattered Dream Production from start 
to finish.” 

Since making his grand return to the 
Federation at the Royal Rumble, Runnels 
has been wowing fans with that entrance. 
And the second-generation Superstar is 
excited about his character's future in 
the World Wrestling Federation. 

“Goldust was at rest for a couple of 
years, but now he's back,” Runnels says. 
"It's time to get Goldust back on track, 
and to make an impact on the Federation 
in a big way.” 

The story of the Goldust character 
is an interesting and controversial one. 

It started when Runnels was let go 
from WCW in 1995. Prior to working 
for the Atlanta-based organization, he 
had been in the W in 1990 and 1991. 
So, after he was released, he contacted 
his old employers. Vince McMahon soon 
signed him to a contract. 

A few weeks later, Runnels got some 
news that surprised and intrigued him. 

*Vince called me one day and said, 
“Hey, are you sitting down?”” he remem- 
bers. “І said yeah, and he explained the 
idea of Goldust to me. It was very shock- 
ing, but there's nothing I can't achieve 
when I put my mind to it. So I took it 
and went for it—and here we are.” 

"Shocking" may be an understate- 
ment. At the time Goldust debuted, 
nothing like it had ever been done in the 
sports-entertainment industry—and the 
era of "Attitude" was still years away. 
Runnel's flamboyant and erotic character 
was quite an eye-opener in an era still 
focused on saying your prayers, taking 
your vitamins and drinking your milk. 

Runnels debuted as Goldust at the 
October 1995 /n Your House pay-per- 
view, defeating Marty Jannetty via pin- 
fall. Three months later at the 1996 
Royal Rumble, he pinned Razor Ramon 
to become Intercontinental Champion. 
That match saw the Federation debut 
of his then-wife, Terri Runnels (then 
called Marlena) as Goldust's director/ 
valet. 

Soon after, Runnel's character began 
to take on homoerotic overtones, which 
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only added to the psychology and 
mystery. 

“I didn't want to do that at first,” 
Dustin says. *And then, I just decided 
to do it one night, and the people went 
crazy.” 

After losing the IC title to Ahmed 
Johnson at the 1996 King of the Ring, 
Runnels and Terri were featured in 
several interviews on Federation tele- 
vision, where they acknowledged their 
real-life marriage. The interviews cul- 
minated with Runnels walking out on 
Terri and forging on his own—at the 
time, the segment was for storyline 
purposes only. 

Runnels would soon become “The 
Artist Formerly Known as Goldust,” 
taking his former character and adding 
even more warped hairdos and outfits. 





Goldust's prior Federation run included 
a close association with Marlena, a.k.a. 
then-wife Terri Runnels (above). 
Although their marriage is over, 

the two maintain a close relationship. 
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Soon after, he would abandon the char- 
acter altogether, reverting back to his 








becoming a born-again Christian who 
preached morality in the face of the new 
Federation "Attitude." 

But fans didn't want to see him as 
either Goldust with the volume turned 
all the way up or as Dustin Runnels with 
the volume turned all the way down. In 
fact, he calls that period the “dark years” 
of his career. Both Runnels and the fans 
simply wanted Goldust back. So the 
seeds were planted for the return of the 
Golden One. 

The stage was set for Goldust to 


| make his grand return at Judgment Day 


1998 against Val Venis. As Val stood in 


| the ring during the Raw telecast before 
| that. pay-per-view, Goldust's music 


came on, and he spoke over the P.A. 
system. Although he didn't actually go 
out to the ring, he says the crowd 
response still amazes him to this day. 

smiles. “1 didn't make an entrance; I just 
had a microphone in the back. I was at 
the back monitor talking, and the people 
just went crazy. They hadn't heard that 


| music in so long, and—Bam/—here 


he is!” 

During his second tenure as Goldust, 
Runnels had some success, culminating 
in his Intercontinental Championship 


given name— Dustin Runnels—and | win on Raw the day after WrestleMania 





XV. But behind the scenes, his marriage 
with Terri was falling apart, and he was 
feeling the pain of a chronic back injury. 
So in late 1999, he said good-bye to the 
World Wrestling Federation. 

“It was a rough time,” he says. “І sat 
at home for a while trying to heal my 
back. Then I went to that other company 
WCW], and basically sat home and got 
a paycheck." 

In addition to dealing with divorce 
and his injured back, Runnels used the 
ime off to take care of one other prob- 
lem—namely, his 1995 falling out with 
his father, the legendary "American 
Dream" Dusty Rhodes; father and son 
hadn't spoken in more than five years. 
But on one chance evening, the two men 





anew. 


*We just mended our relationship." | | 


Dustin says. "I saw him one night in 
Jacksonville. After five years of not 
talking, we hugged, and that was it.” 

During his hiatus from sports-enter- 
tainment, he became determined to work 
his way back to the sport of kings. At 
34 years old, Runnels estimates he still 
has another decade left in the business. 
And wanting to be in the best possible 
shape for those 10 years, he went on a 
no-carb diet, which has him in the best 
shape of his entire career. 

“It sucks not eating any carbs,” he 
says, “but with our family's genes, I had 
to go on a diet, because if I didn't, I was 
going to get real big. So, I had to do 
something." 

A few months after he left the 
Federation, Runnels and Terri started 
talking again. At first, it seemed that the 
only thing they had in common was a 
shared love for their daughter, Dakota. 
But the two rapidly rekindled their 
friendship, which continues to this day. 

"My relationship with Terri is won- 
derful;" he says. “We speak on a regular 


basis. We have a beautiful daughter | 


together, and we're kind to each other. 
It couldn't be better, really, considering 


what took place a long time ago. But it's 


fine now." 

Says Terri, "I'd do anything for him, 
and I think he'd do anything for me. 
I can't say enough good things about 
him.” 


For more information on Goldust, visit w Superstars.com 


put the past behind them and started | 








Ditch the gold paint and platinum wig 
and the exotic Goldust reverts into the 
decidedly normal Dustin Runnels. 


Indeed, it was Terri who initially went 
to Federation officials to tell them that 
Runnels would be interested in returning. 

“I went to the office and said, “His 
weight is down, his attitude's good, and 
I think he'd benefit the company,” she 


says. "Everyone needs a good dose of 


Dustin backstage.” 





4 
îs, 





Nowadays, Runnels seems to have 
it all—a loving fiancée, a beautiful 
daughter, a strong relationship with his 
father, an enviable friendship with his 
ex-wife, and a top spot on the World 


Wrestling Federation roster. 

*What else could you want?” he 
smiles. “This is a new start. Second time 
around. Here we go. I’m just happy and 
lucky to be here. 

*And you will always remember the 
name and never forget...Goldust!" m 
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Rico Constantino—Ex-Cop, 
Ex-Gladiator—Chases His Real 








Ex-Bodyguard 
Dream 








Training for a career in the World 
Wrestling Federation is the hardest thing 
Ohio Valley Wrestling (OVW) star Rico 
Constantino has ever done. That's saying 
something when you consider that he's 
been shot three times, stabbed twice and 
hit by two cars in his earlier occupations. 





Constantino is living proof that if 


you have a dream, persistence can over- 
come all obstacles. Few people in the 
business have had a more diverse back- 
He's been 
a paramedic, Las Vegas police officer, 
American Gladiators competitor, body- 
guard, and a member of the Power 
Team—a Christian touring group that 
performs feats of strength while deliver- 
ing motivational messages—before sign- 
ing a developmental deal with the World 
Wrestling Federation. 


ground before breaking in: 


His amazing journey started many 
years ago. When he was in the eighth 
grade, the Las Vegas native was sent to 
Northwestern Military Naval Academy 
in Lake Geneva, At only 
4-foot-11 and 82 pounds, Constantino 
wasn't the biggest kid in school, but that 
didn't stop him from competing in foot- 
ball, basketball, baseball, tennis and 
wrestling. His interest in medicine would 
ater prompt him to become a paramedic, 


Wisconsin. 


in order to help people. 

As time passed, however, Constantino 
and became a 
* roll bands. He 
then attempted to get a job as a fireman, 


felt he needed a change, 
;xodyguard for rock "n 





but wasn't hired due to his height-to- 
weight ratio. Undiscouraged, he enlisted 
in the Las Vegas Police Academy, where 
only completed the institute but 
also finished first in the state. 


he no 





In 1990, Constantino was a competitor 
on the television show American 
Gladiators and defeated the gladiators to 
become Television Champion, winning 
$10,000 and a trip to Hawaii. From there, 


he became part of a team that won the 
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Ft. Boyard Championship—the French 
version of American Gladiators. After 
entertaining fans as a competitor, he 
began doing stunt work and played 
Batman at the Six Flags Magic Mountain 
amusement park, as well as one of the 
bad guys in Universal Studios’ Conan the 
Barbarian stunt show. 

Using his gifts of strength and 
endurance, Constantino joined the Power 
Team. “І went to a Christian Conference. 





I had been working out a lot and doing 
charity work for about 10 different 
children's charities in California,” he 
says. "I joined the Power Team to be a 
motivational speaker, talk to kids and 
do feats of strength." 

Those feats included ripping tele- 
phone books in half, blowing up rubber 
hot water bottles until they exploded, 
and breaking bricks (sometimes burning 
bricks) with his feet, hands and head. 
Constantino could also crush walls of 
ice, snap baseball bats with his bare 
hands, break police handcuffs (in front of 
or behind his back), and bend inch-thick 
steel bars with his mouth, head or behind 
his neck. Then there was the time he laid 
between two beds containing 2000 nails 














By Anthony Cali 





while someone laid on the top bed and 
bench-pressed 350 pounds. 

It was around this time that he began 
to seriously consider a career in sports- 
entertainment. He enrolled in Jesse 
Hernandez's San Bernardino-based 
School of Hard Knocks and competed 
in the Empire Wrestling Federation 
(EWF). He used his martial-arts back- 
ground, which includes Kempo, Muay 
Thai and Tae Kwan Do, among others, 
to accelerate his training and enhance 
his ring technique. 

“I was an older guy, and I didn't 
think I had a shot with the W, so I was 
wrestling in California. About six months 
after I started with that organization 
and got trained, I was their champion,” 
says Constantino. 

“Two months later, somebody began 
calling Jesse and putting a rib on him by 
claiming to be Bruce Prichard [then ҰҒ 
Vice President of Talent Relations |." he 
says. “The rib was that the W^ wanted 


EWF stars as extras to play the roles of 


orderlies who, at the command of the 
Corporation, would be abducting Kane. 
Jesse told this person that he would be 
glad to cooperate as long as “Bruce” took 
a look at one of his prospects—me. 
The guy claiming to be Prichard said, 
“Well, sure, just send me the tape. So I 
got a tape ready and sent it to [the real] 
Bruce Prichard. A few weeks later, we 
learned it was a rib, and that Bruce had 
never called Jesse. But the tape had 
already been sent, and at that time, Jim 
Cornette was still there. So Cornette got 
the tape, reviewed it, gave it to Bruce 
and said, “Hey, you need to take a look 
at this kid.” 

After reviewing the tape, Prichard 











Constantino goes airborne to deliver a powerful forearm shot to the head of another 


up-and-coming ҰҒ prospect, Brock Lesnar. 








“І want to be there on 
Raw and SmackDown! 
That's my goal, and 
Pm giving 120 percent 
to be there. I think I 
have something to 
offer the vf.” 


invited Constantino to attend the W^'s 
training camp in April 1999. A month 
later, he was signed to a contract and sent 
to Louisville to compete in OVW. 

In July 2000, Constantino tore a quad 
tendon in his right leg, an injury similar 
to Triple H's recent muscle tear. “The 
doctor said I would be out a year, but 
the W got me a great doctor and a 
great physical therapist, he says. "T 
went to therapy five to six days a week, 
four to five hours a day, and rehabbed 
in six months. I was out in July, and 
returned in January.” 

At the end of January, Constantino 
did an interview with Stone Cold Steve 
Austin at OVW's Christmas Chaos 
show, where he said the wrong thing, 
causing the Texas Rattlesnake to give 
him a Stone Cold Stunner and pour a 
can of beer on him. 

More recently, Constantino has 
begun traveling with the W full-time 
while competing at house shows and 
non-televised dark matches before the 
start of Raw and SmackDown! He has 
had the opportunity to work with many 
of the W `$ Superstars as well as fellow 
OVW developmental talents like Brock 
Lesnar, Randy Orton and Ron “H20” 
Waterman, who are also on the verge of 
being called up. Aside from competing 





and learning from the veterans back- 





stage, Constantino likes to sit in the 
audience and study not only the 
gladiators in the ring but also the 
Federation's loyal fans as well. "It's 
always interesting to see the crowd and 
how they react to what they're seeing,” 
he says. "In the back, you can only watch 
on monitors, but when you are in the 
arena, it's three-dimensional and you 
can feel the electricity." 

While Constantino finds sports- 
entertainment to be the most demanding 
of his numerous occupations, it's the 
challenge that he enjoys. “The business 
is always changing. You need to be 
flexible, able to adapt or change at any 
moment,” says Constantino. "With the 
work schedule, practice and shows we 
have, staying fit is challenging too. Doing 
things and not getting hurt, that's always 
challenging." 

Constantino feels that the effort is 
worth it in the long run, as he is close 
to accomplishing his dream of becom- 
ing a W Superstar. “I want to be there 
on Raw and SmackDown! That's my 
goal, and I'm giving it 120 percent to 
be there,” he says. "What I do when 
I get there is up to me, but I just want 
a shot at being there and having the 
opportunity to prove what I have. 
I think I have something to offer the 
WF, and the fans.” m 


RAW MAGAZINE April 2002 


59 


legends ricky “the dragon” steamboat by brian solomon 









a Favorite 


Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat 
was one of the most consistently 
successful and popular competitors 
of his era. No other wrestler can 
claim to have remained a babyface 
over the course of 20 years in 
the sport, never once embracing 
the dark side as a heel. Along the 
way, he became World Champion, 
engaged in one of the sport's 
classic rivalries with Ric Flair, 
and competed against Randy 
Savage in what many consider 
the greatest match in World 
Wrestling Federation history. 


orn February 28, 1953, Richard 
Blood grew up in St, Petersburg, 
Florida, watching legendary 


announcer Gordon Solie call the action on 
Championship Wrestling from Florida. 
In high school, he joined the wrestling 
team, and continued his amateur pursuit 
through two years of junior college. 
Shortly after finishing school, Blood 
began dating a girl whose roommate 
happened to be Donna Gagne, daughter 
of American Wrestling Association 


sk Зан M 


Clad in his dragon costume, Steamboat makes an explosive entrance. Over the course of NV OUR CREE 
his 20-year career, Steamboat was consistently among the top babyfaces in the business. омно ари 
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It was this chance connection that 
enabled the young amateur to enter 
the professional ranks. He traveled to 
Minnesota to take part in one of Gagne's 
training camps, where he learned the 
ropes from AWA greats like Baron Von 
Raschke, Nick Bockwinkel and Jumpin’ 
Jim Brunzell. His chief trainer was a 
man named Khosrow Vaziri, who would 
ater go on to great fame as the Iron 
Sheik. 

Blood made his professional debut 
in the AWA in March 1975 against the 
ate Scott Irwin (a fellow trainee who 
ater held the W^ Tag Team title as 
part of the Yukon Lumberjacks). Before 
ong, he moved on to the same Florida 
promotion he had followed as a fan. 
There he acquired a new moniker. The 
territory's promoter, Eddie Graham, 
decided to bill the newcomer as the 





nephew of popular Hawaiian wrestler 
Sam Steamboat; thus, Richard Blood 
became Rick Steamboat. Shortly after 
his Florida stint, he settled in the pro- 
motion where he would spend most of 
his career: Mid-Atlantic Championship 
Wrestling. 

By 1977, Jim Crockett's Carolina- 
based company was in the midst of 
becoming the new flagship territory of 
the National Wrestling Alliance (NWA). 
Rick Steamboat quickly became one of 
he territory's hot young stars, thanks 
in part to a rivalry that would go on to 
define his career. In an exclusive RAW 
Magazine interview conducted backstage 
at the 2001 Brian Pillman Memorial 
Show, Steamboat reminisced: 

“I wasn't there for four months when 
Ric Flair went to talk to George Scott, 
who was the booker, and said, *Hey, I 
wanna work with this Steamboat kid. I 
think we can do something.’ I never 
knew it was gonna take off like that. 
Flair had been in the business a couple of 
years longer than me and was a great 
ring general. He was responsible for 
teaching me a lot of ring psychology." 

Steamboat and Flair faced off for 
the first time in June 1977 for the Mid- 
Atlantic Television Championship, and 
the result was Steamboat capturing his 
first title. Over the next 17 years, they 
would intermittently re-ignite their 
rivalry, one which brought out the very 














Steamboat's martial-arts background, combined with his high-flying athleticism, made 
him one of the most exciting performers of his or any era. 








best in each other and produced some 
of the finest exhibitions of professional 
wrestling ever witnessed. 

In 1979, Steamboat formed a partner- 
ship with the equally young and dynamic 
Jay Youngblood. The fiery duo would 
become highly successful, winning the 
NWA Tag Team Championship five 
times over the next four years, tangling 
with lethal tandems like The Brisco 
Brothers and Sgt. Slaughter & Don 
Kernodle. To this day, Steamboat & 


Youngblood is remembered as one of 


the great tag teams. They broke up for 
good in 1984, just one year before 
Youngblood's untimely death. 

Bigger and better things were ahead 
for Steamboat that year. George Scott 
left Crockett to work for Vince McMahon 
and the World Wrestling Federation. 
The W was on the hunt for new talent 
to fill its dramatically growing roster, 





and Scott helped recruit a number 
of individuals he knew to be good 
workers. Among those rising stars was 
Steamboat. 

Capitalizing on his Japanese heritage 
as well as the exploding popularity of 
martial arts, the Federation debuted him 
in the summer of '84 as Ricky "The 
Dragon" Steamboat, complete with 
headband and karate jacket. In his first 
year, he engaged in memorable rivalries 
with the “Magnificent” Don Muraco and 
Jake “the Snake" Roberts. Before long, 
he found himself with a fan following 
arguably second only to Hulk Hogan. 
In fact, with the W often holding two 
events on the same day, on many 





occasions, Hogan headlined one event 
while Steamboat headlined the other. 
The second legendary feud of 
Steamboat's career began in 1986, when, 
in one of the most memorable moments 
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Steamboat executes a high-cross bodyblock from the top rope against Terry Gibbs. 
“The Dragon” was among the early high-flyers in the World Wrestling Federation. 





in Federation history, Randy “Macho 
Man” Savage dropped a ring bell on his 
throat from the top turnbuckle. The 
angle was used to build up to their 
Intercontinental title match at Wrestle- 
Mania III in the Pontiac Silverdome. 
On the undercard of the famous Hulk 
Hogan vs. Andre the Giant main event, 
the Macho Man and “the Dragon” 
engaged in a show-stealing classic that 
is still recognized as one of the finest 
matches ever. Several of today's 
Superstars have cited it as an inspiration 
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for getting into the business. / Eds. note: 
Steamboat discusses this match in depth 
in the WrestleMania X8 collectors’ 
edition magazine, available on news- 
stands now.] 

Leaving the Federation's showcase 
event with the Intercontinental title, little 
did Steamboat realize that his W career 
had just peaked. Creative differences 
began to get in the way, and Steamboat's 
push started to fade. Further friction 
was caused by Steamboat's desire to 
put the IC title on hold to spend time 





with his newborn son. His fans were 
shocked when he dropped the IC title 
to the Honky Tonk Man in one of the 
biggest upsets of the "805. Disgruntled 
with recent events and unwilling to 
engage in a lengthy feud with Honky 
Tonk Man, Steamboat took a six-month 
hiatus from the Federation. 

He returned in early 1988 and took 
part in the Heavyweight Championship 
tournament at WrestleMania IV. But 
after losing in the opening round to Greg 
"The Hammer" Valentine, he could read 
the writing on the wall. Steamboat sub- 
sequently departed the Federation and 
returned to his old NWA stomping 
grounds. 

At the time, Jim Crockett Promotions 
was in the midst of becoming Ted 
Turner's World Championship Wrestling 
(WCW). But one thing hadn't changed: 
Ric Flair was still the reigning champ. 
Before long, fans were treated to the 
next chapter in sports-entertainment's 
equivalent of Ali vs. Frazier. Steamboat 
and Flair re-ignited their war, resulting 
in what are generally considered among 
the greatest matches of the modern era. 
Steamboat wrested the NWA World 
title from Flair in February '89 at the 
Chi-Town Rumble, defended it against 
the *Nature Boy" in a 60-minute classic 
the following month at Clash of the 
Champions, and finally lost it back to 
Flair in May at Wrestle War '89. 

"We had been in the ring many 
times before that, and that was one of 
the reasons we could do what we did;" 
said Steamboat. *We could just feel the 
crowd out and tell the story as we were 
building. Because we had worked that 
much with each other, we felt very 
comfortable." 

Steamboat made a second foray into 
the Federation in 1991, but met with far 
less success than his first go-round. 
Repackaged simply as “The Dragon,” 
Steamboat felt uncomfortable with the 
cartoonish direction the Federation was 
taking at the time. Reluctantly, he took 
on a ring persona that included a dragon 
costume and a pre-match fire-breathing 
routine. 





“I saw that a number of the boys 
were wearing costumes and gimmicks, 
and were getting more into that. I was 
sort of from the old school, but I said, 
ГИ go with the flow. I was a team 
player, although I did feel kind of funny 
about it. That damn rubber dragon tail 
weighed around 50 pounds!" 

With news of Flair coming to the 
Federation that year, Steamboat believed 
they would be able to rekindle their 
magic. But after several months of solely 
working opening matches, he became 
discouraged and made the difficult 
decision to walk away from the W a 
second time. He returned to the fully 
transformed WCW at the end of the 
year. 

Steamboat was an integral part of 
WCW in the final years of his career, 
and even got to revisit his classic rivalry 
with Flair one last time in 1994. But it 
all came to an end in the summer of 
that year. During a match with Steve 
Austin, “the Dragon” took a very bad 
bump that resulted in two herniated 
spinal discs. Upon consulting a doctor, 
he was faced with a difficult decision: 





either he could continue to compete with 
the possibility of a dangerous rupture, 
or he could remove the discs entirely. 
Steamboat chose the latter. That decision 
preserved his health, but ended his 
career. 

Since that time, Steamboat has kept 
out of the sports-entertainment spotlight. 
He enjoys spending time with his son, 
and considers himself blessed that the 
spinal surgery left him with more 
mobility than was originally predicted. 
When looking back on his two decades 
in the squared circle, he somehow 
manages to balance humility with pride 
in his accomplishments. 

When discussing his remarkable 
spotless babyface record, he recalls an 
incident from his 1991 ҰҒ days: 

“І had a talk with Pat [Patterson]. I 
said, “Раі, Гуе been in the business 
around 17 years and I never worked as 
a heel. I don't like this Dragon gimmick, 
and I would love, at some point, to 
work heel.’ Pat looked at me and said, 
‘Steamboat, we could send you out 
there with a chainsaw and have you cut 
somebody s head off and nobody would 


buy you as a heel. It wouldn't work. I 
was stuck being a face for my entire 
career!” M 








Steamboat lays into Randy Savage during their Intercontinental Championship match at 
WrestleMania IIL—still considered today by many to be the greatest ‘Mania match ever. 
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NWA Mid-Atlantic Television 
* 06/22/77 — 10/12/77 
• 06/10/79 — 1980 


NWA Mid-Atlantic Tag Team 
e with Paul Jones 
08/22/77 — 10/30/78 
11/05/78 — 1/79 


NWA United States 
• 11/11/77 — 02/78 
* 12/18/78 — 04/01/79 
е 04/21/84 — 07/84 


NWA Tag Team 

* with Paul Jones 
04/23/78 — 06/07/78 

* with Jay Youngblood 
10/24/79 — 03/29/80 
05/10/80 — 06/22/80 
03/12/83 — 06/18/83 
10/03/83 — 10/21/83 
11/24/83 — 12/25/83 


NWA Mid-Atlantic Heavyweight 
* 11/01/80 — 04/16/81 
* 10/10/81 — 11/01/81 


W Intercontinental 
е 03/29/87 — 06/02/87 


NWA Heavyweight 
е 02/20/89 - 05/07/89 


WCW Tag Team 
* with Dustin Rhodes 
11/19/91 - 01/16/92 


WCW Television 
* 09/02/92 — 09/29/92 
е 08/18/93 — 09/19/93 


NWA/WCW Tag Team 
* with Shane Douglas 
11/18/92 — 03/02/93 


WCW United States 
е 08/24/94 — 09/18/94 
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By Arn Anderson 





Reflections of a Legend 
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It's absolutely wonderful to be back 
with the World Wrestling Federation. I 
was kind of in the abyss for a while, 
before Vince picked me up. I'm tickled 
to death to be back. It's great to be 
around a group where everyone pulls in 
the same direction—from the guys who 
take down the wires at TV right up to 
Vince. 

When Tully [Blanchard] and I were 
here before (in 1988-89), Vince pulled 
us in one day to talk. Everything was 
going well, and he just wanted to let us 
know what his intentions were. And he 
said, “You and Tully give my company 
credibility" To me, it was the greatest 
compliment Гуе ever had in the business. 
I think in saying that, he meant that 
everything we did was very credible and 
nothing was see-through. That meant a 
lot to me, and I never forgot those words. 
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It's flattering to still be respected in 
this business. I hope that I've always 
done the right thing as far as business is 
concerned, that emotion or favoritism 
wasn't a part of it. I've never had a prob- 
lem doing anything; Гуе never said no to 
anything. It's good to know that having 
a good reputation does come back to 
help you—on the way in or out of the 
business. I’m glad to still be around it. 
It's my life and the only thing Гуе ever 
wanted to do since I was seven or eight 
years old. 

I love the business. I love it as much 
today as ever. This company and every- 
one in it, including Vince, restored my 
love of the business, which had started 
to waver toward the end with [the old] 
WCW. Vince has restored that and given 
me a second chance to make a living at 
something I love, and very few people 





can say that. I’m very fortunate. 

It's good to have a familiar face 
around—Ric Flair. Besides being a talent 
and an asset to the company, he's my 
best friend. Ric and I have shared some 
very good times, and I'm hoping we can 
share many more. 

As for the future, I don't know. ГЇЇ do 
whatever Vince wants me to; it doesn't 
matter. If he wants me to hang from 
the ceiling upside down dressed like 
Pinocchio, that's fine; I'd be happy to do 
it. Lowe him that, and I think this business 
owes him that, too. I just hope he saves 
me before all the blood rushes to my 
head. Whatever he wants me to do in any 
capacity, ГІІ do—I just want to be an 
asset to the W. 

It's been nice to be back on TV a bit. 
Once you've been in the business, it's 
natural to want to perform. And not 
being able to perform—it’s like you 
always want what you don't have. Pm 
very happy doing what I'm doing, but 
it was nice to have some time on TV. 
I don't know what the future holds, but 
I'm up for anything. As for a return to 
the ring, though, I don't think that's a 
possibility. 

So what's the secret to longevity in 
this business? First thing, get your butt 
up every day and go to the gym, no 
matter how you feel, no matter how 
much sleep you've had. If you've got to 
sacrifice breakfast to go workout, go to 
the gym and eat later. Next, always do 
what is right for business. If you do that, 
everything else falls into place. And 
always be humble, because the reality 
is, no one—and I mean no one—is not 
expendable in this business. We're all 
expendable. As business moves forward, 
it will move forward without me, with- 
out anyone. I think history has proven 
that. And overall, just be an honest guy, 
someone who the other guys in the 
locker room respect. If you've got the 
respect of your peers and the respect of 
your boss, you've got a pretty good 
shot, and if you can stay injury-free, 
you'll have a pretty good career. M 
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Adult Size AN Kid Size Replica Adult Size Replica 
WWFBA2| $199.00 WWFBK2| $99.00 | |WWFB3|$199.00 | WWFBK3) $99.00 


























Deluxe Replica Mini Replica Deluxe Replica | Mini Replica 
WWFDBJ2| $349.00 WWEFMINI2 |530. WWFDB3| $349.00 WWFMINI3]$30.00 















































: Kid Size Replica 
WWFBA| К l 1 Ă й 14 ai, |WWFEKG6j$99.00 


























Deluxe Replica 11 МАМА Mini Replica 
WWFDB4) $349. E . 17 ымы  [WWFMINIG 


` World Heavyweight Championship Belt 


Nameplates тари The Rock - Steve Austin - Booker T 
Kurt Angle - Chris Jericho - Blank 
















































































Adult Size Replica == Adult Size Replica Kid Size Replica Adult Size Replica Kid Size Replica 
WWFB7 |$199.00 WWFBKZ |59900 | IWWFB8| $199.00 WWFBKS| $99.00 | WCW8B1| $199.00 - WCWEK 1| $99.00 


Deluxe Replica Mini Replica Deluxe Replica | Mini Replica Deluxe Replica b Mini Replica 
WWFDB7 ] = И/М/ЕМІМІ? |53000 | MWFDBB| $349.00 WWFMINI5] $30.00 $349.00 WCWMINI1 






































































































































mm IS аа 97” kid Size Replica 
WLWBZ]$19900 = 5 | `. [WIWBKa $99.00 














АҢ) miniRepica | Deluxe Replica 321 миера 
ym $349.00 LEA [wewminiz] ў ae I WCWDB4) $349.00 | [WEWMINI3] $30.00 
да Size 6 Kid Size Championship Replica Belts Deluxe Cha ) Replica Belts Mini Championship Replica Belts 


25 га Т 5 RSE. ын DE All deluxe belts are full-size. Чак are made | The mini replica belts are made from the same 
ШАШКЕ ин m ich. The adult size re pika fit of genuine leather. All medalions are made of | material as the full-size replica belts. Mini 


: / sip a Fh metal that are 2mm thick. Each deluxe belt | replicas are 12-inches long, and can be used as a 
up to a 46inch waist and the kid.size replica fits u : 
P toa 34inch waist, pi p fits up to a 46-inch waist. wristband or for desktop display. 
Adult- Size Replica: $199.00 » Kid Size Replica: $99.00 Deluxe Replica: $349.00 or (2for $600.00, | || Mini Replica: $30.00 or (2for $50.00) | 
"en ©2002 World Wrestling Federation Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved 


L MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO * ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED United States Shipping: 40 PAGE FULL-COLOR 
* INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED | ($110 $50.00 add $6.00) (88041 to $99.99 add $7.00) WRESTLING CATALOG: 
PAYME NE AE DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GU ARANTE EW (ADD $25.00 S/H PER TOTAL ORDER) ($100.00 to $199.99 add $10.00) ($200.00 & over add $12.00) | SEND $2.00 FORA COPY 



























































THE MOST INTENSE 
` MOVIE FIGHTS EVER! 
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